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PHIL 329 BIOETHICS      OFFICE: 202 HINKLE 
SUMMER, 2013       PHONE: EXT. 2020 
DR. TIMOTHY SEAN QUINN 
 
THEMES 
 
 The goal of the course is two-fold: first, to reflect upon particular ethical issues 
that arise as a result of the practice of contemporary biology and medicine; second, to 
become familiar with the philosophical background out of which these problems 
emerge.   
 
TEXTS 
 
Kass, Leon.  TOWARD A MORE NATURAL SCIENCE.  Free Press, 1985 
 
Munson, Ronald  INTERVENTION AND REFECTION (Xavier University edition).  
Cengage, 2013. 
 
In addition, you are responsible for any material distributed in class. 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING 
 
 
  Quizzes     25% 
  Class Presentation/Participation  25% 
  Final Exam (May 22)   50% 
 
Quizzes: Quizzes will address readings due on a given class.  There will be four of 
these:  May 6, 7, 9, 13, 15. 
 
Class Presentation: At some point in the course, each of you, working in groups, will 
present a discussion of one of the issues in INTERVENTION.  A three to five page 
paper summarizing your contribution to the discussion and critiquing the argument 
you presented will be due from each member of the group by the last day of classes. 
 
Final Exam: The final exam will be held on the final class day, and will be 
comprehensive.  
 
SCHEDULE 
 
May 6: Introduction:  Life and Ethics 
 
Electronic reserves:  Readings from Aristotle, De Anima; Descartes, Discourse on 
Method, Parts 5 and 6; St. Thomas Aquinas, On Natural Law 
 
 Basic Ethical Theories (pdf file). 
    
Kass, Part II:  Holding the Center:   
 
  “The End of Medicine and the Pursuit of Health”:  157-186 
  “Is There A Medical Ethic?”:  224-246 
 
May 7-8:  Chapters 1: Physicians, Patients, and Others:  53-103 
 
       Chapter 2: Research Ethics and Informed Consent: 163-209  
    
May 9-10: Chapter 3:  Genetic Control:  281-325 
 
May 13-14:  Chapter 4: Reproductive Control:  373-425 
       
May 15:  Chapter 7: Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide: 584-615 
 
May 16:  Chapter 8:  Organ Transplants:  645-669 
    
May 17:  Summary and Final Exam 
 
 
 
 
